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This dark chapter in Kuwait’s history came to
an end in Feburary 1991. However, the defeated
forces destroyed over 700 oil wells on their
retreat, devastating Kuwait’s environment. Yet,
the people of Kuwait and its allies refused to let
this disaster weaken their determination. Teams
from around the world came together to help
Kuwait in its time of need, aiding local fire fighters
and volunteers fight the raging fires left in the
wake of the invaders’ retreat. In November 1991,
His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the late Amir of Kuwait, capped the
last burning oil well, showcasing the resilient
spirit of the people of Kuwait.

Following the invasion, KOC continued to push
the boundaries of progress by increasing its
production capacity.

By 1996, KOC celebrated the 50" anniversary of
the first oil export, during which His Highness,
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the
late Amir of Kuwait, paid tribute to the past, as he

turned a symbolic golden wheel to commemorate
the moment that came to symbolize Kuwait’s
triumph. KOC’s progress continued with the
celebration of its 75" anniversary in 2009, all the
while striving to uphold its sustainability efforts.

These efforts culminated in KOC’s reduction
of gas flaring to less than 1% by 2015, which
would become one of the company’s most
prominent achievements in its commitment to
the preservation of the environment.

In 2020 - 2023, despite the trials and tribulations
of a global pandemic, KOC continued to strive?
on its legacy of building Kuwait, while striving
to accomplish more achievements related to the
production of Heavy Oil and the completion of
several major projects.

As we look to the future, it is essential to reflect
on the struggles and devoted efforts of our
predecessors, who set us on the path towards
progress and prosperity



This book features some of the moments that
brought about vital changes to Kuwait and helped
shape its rich history. It aims to take the reader into
a visual journey throughout the remarkable history
of Kuwait Oil Company (KOC). As we look to the
future, it is essential to visit the achievements and
efforts of our predecessors who set us on the path
towards progress and prosperity.

This path began in December 1934, when His
Highness Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the
late Amir of Kuwait, granted concession rights
to KOC to prospect for oil reserves. By 1938,
Kuwait discovered the riches that lay beneath
Burgan field. Oil was discovered, and the first
shipment was exported after the Second World
War in 1946.

This brought about a new golden era, not only
for KOC but for Kuwait.

In the following years, new fields were discovered
and KOC facilities expanded. The year 1975
marked a historic moment, with Kuwait taking
complete control over KOC. The nationalization
process meant Kuwait had complete control over
its resources and future. By 1980, the Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation was established as an
umbrella to all state-owned oil companies.

Tragedy struck in the early morning of August
2r 1990, as lraqgi forces invaded Kuwait. All KOC
operations were immediately suspended due to
the occupation.
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1934
Kuwait Oil Company was established by the Anglo-Persian Oil

Company and the Gulf Oil Corporation.
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13 1935-1936

The first exploration well was drilled at Bahrah field in North Kuwait.
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1936

His Highness, Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the late Amir of Kuwait,
on a visit to the drilling rig at the first exploration well in Bahrah field.
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Oil was discovered in Burgan field, which remains
to date, the second largest oil field in the world.
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KOC'’s drilling and exploration operations
resumed after the end of World War II.
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23 1946

Laying the first underwater pipeline to load oil tankers.
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On June 30™, 1946, His Highness, Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the late Amir of Kuwait, turned the silver wheel,
Inaugurating Kuwait’s first crude oil export.
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27 1946

KOC'’s first shipment of crude oil was loaded onto the “British Fusilier” tanker.
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1955

Oil was discovered at Al-Rawdhatain field in North Kuwait.
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31 1956

Inauguration of the KOC Display Center, which has hosted many visitors

and prominent figures from around the world.
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The construction of KOC’s North Pier was commissioned
to contribute to export operations.
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35 1960

Ahmadi Hospital “Southwell” was inaugurated to serve oil
sector employees and their family members.
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37 1965

The first liquid gas shipment was exported from Mina Al-Ahmadi.
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His Highness, Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, the late
Amir of Kuwait, inaugurated the Sea Island Terminal and
associated facilities.
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19714

KOC organized the first Ahmadi Sports Day event, which involves the
local community and has become an annual tradition since then.
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19714

Kuwait National Assembly ratified the Participation Agreement, thus giving
60% control of KOC’s operations to the State of Kuwait, and 40% to British
Petroleum (BP) and Gulf Oil.
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1975
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The Government of Kuwait completely

nationalized KOC by acquiring the remaining
40% of shares.
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1977

The first exploratory deep well was drilled in Burgan field with a total
depth of 20,000 feet.
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His Highness, Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the late Amir of Kuwait, inaugurated
the gas project at Al-Ahmadi port.
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ol 1979

The Sea Island was commissioned, facilitating the loading of giant tankers
that have loads of approximately 500,000 Tons.
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1983
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“Al-Baz” drilling rig started offshore exploratory
drilling for the first time in Kuwait.
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>7 1991

[raqi troops set fire to more than 700 oil wells during their retreat from Kuwait,
which led to the largest environmental catastrophe in the world.
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29

1991

Kuwait Wild Well Killers team was formed to extinguish well fires.
Thanks to the determination of the Kuwaiti fire team, the fires were brought
under control in less than 60 days, when 41 fires were extinguished.
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1991
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His Highness, Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah,
the late Amir of Kuwait, during the extinction of the last
fires after the Liberation.
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63 1991

His Highness, Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the late Amir of
Kuwait, capped the last burning oil well on November 6, 1991.
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Former United States President, George H. W. Bush,

visits the company and inspects destroyed KOC
Main Office, the oil lakes and GC-14.
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69 1996

His Highness, Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the late Amir of

Kuwait, turns the golden wheel to commemorate the 50* anniversary of the
first oil export.
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Inauguration of the reconstructed KOC Main
Office. Restoration of the historic building which
was initially established in the early 1950s.
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2005

The new pier at Mina Al-Ahmadi was commissioned, with His High-
ness, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the late Amir of
Kuwait, inaugurating the ceremony.
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2007
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The Marine Colony was inaugurated. KOC becomes the

first oil company in the world to establish an environmental
facility of this kind.
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His Highness, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the late Amir of Kuwait, and His Highness
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the late Amir

of Kuwait, (crown prince at the time), with Turkish
president Abdullah Gul, during the celebration of
KOC’s 75t anniversary.
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2012

The Kuwait Integrated Digital Field “KwIDF” was inaugurated.
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2015
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KOC was successful in reducing gas flaring to less
than 1% as part of its commitment to preserve the
environment.
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2016

oSl dgad Tapsa Lialat Lales juieg Lgegi (o 6aypag dlolSio

Ahmad Al-Jaber Oil & Gas Exhibition was inaugurated.
The new facility offers a unique educational

experience and serves as a new cultural landmark in
Kuwait.
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85

2017

An inauguration ceremony was held for the new Ahmadi Hospital with the
presence of His Highness, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the
late Amir of Kuwait. Also in attendance was His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, the late Amir of Kuwait, (crown prince at the time).
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KOC managed to complete the 3D seismic survey

project of Kuwait Bay and surrounding areas.
It covered a land area of 3,300 square kilometers.
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2018

His Highness, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the late Amir
of Kuwait, inagurated the export of Kuwait’s first Light Oil shipment.
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2019

KOC inaugurated the new Calm Buoy in Shuwaikh Port.
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2020
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KOC announced the export of its first shipment
of Heavy Crude Oil from the South Ratga Field in
North Kuwait to the global market.
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2020

The Field Hospital built by KOC in cooperation with the Ministry of
Health and other government bodies, as part of its commitment to fully
supporting national efforts to fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

This comes in line with its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).
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2021
KOC, in cooperation with KIPIC, completed the pioneering Drive-Thru

Vaccination Center on Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Causeway for the
Ministry of Health.
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2021

Kuwait Oil Company contributes to providing the energy requirements
for Al-Zour Refinery, operations launched at the new KOC pipeline, which
extends from the Mina Al-Ahmadi Refinery to Al-Zour Port.
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2022
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The latest World Bank report concluded that KOC
succeeded in reducing gas flaring to less than
0.5%, thus positioning the State of Kuwait among
the world’s leading countries in preserving the
environment.
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2022
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KOC began exploratory offshore drilling activities
within Kuwait’s territorial waters.
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2023
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KOC began operating the 40-inch strategic gas
pipeline from North Kuwait to Mina Al-Ahmadi,
which aims to support KOC'’s strategy for increasing
production and optimizing the use of hydrocarbon
resources.
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2024
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His Highness the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, extended his
congratulations to Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) on its
landmark achievement in offshore exploration. The
discovery of significant commercial quantities of light
oil and associated gas in Al-Nokhatha offshore field
marks a historic milestone for the nation’s energy
sector.
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KOC continues its journey to excellence with the same steadiness
and determination it has always embraced. With the plans and
goals set in its core strategies, the company seeks to leverage
on its long experience to keep pace with the latest technologies
in the oil and energy sectors.

The company has been able to manage Kuwait’s hydrocarbon
resources optimally and invest in the country’s natural riches in
such a way as to strengthen the economy. It will also enhance
the country’s growth and prosperity, and secure the future of
the next generations.

In its quest for a bright and promising future, KOC pledges
to keep progressing steadily towards achieving its primary
strategic goal, which is to maintain its operational excellence
and uphold its prestigious position as a reliable and pioneering
energy supplier to the world.
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